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Buyers compete over ‘magnificent’ former school in St
John’s Wood

NEWS 17 Oct, 2024

'One-off" 1860s building goes for above guide price in speedy deal.

A former independent school in St John’s Wood has been snapped up following a bidding war,

PrimeResi hears.

28 Abercorn Place, an 1860s building of “magnificent proportions” was offered up as a rare

domestic, commercial and development opportunity, following the school’s forced closure.

Arlington Residential was appointed to handle the sale process, and reports the £6mn
proposition sparked “keen interest from a wide selection of buyers”. A deal was done above

the guide price “within weeks” of the instruction.

“As a project, the fabric and charm of this building defies all political decisions, and offers
history, architectural interest and potential for the new owners in a prime central London
location,” added the locally-based firm.

The 7,203 sq ft property has a double-volume artist studio on the ground floor with a ceiling
height of nearly 20ft, along with a grand staircase, southerly-facing rear garden and parking
for five vehicles. Notable former residents include the celebrated Irish painter John

O’Connor.

The buyer’s identity is undisclosed.
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Marc Schneiderman, Director at Arlington Residential:

“We sold 28 Abercorn Place within weeks of being approached to sell this
property by the Receivers acting on behalf of Abercorn School - formerly an
independent school in St John’s Wood NW8.
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“The building attracted interest from a wide selection of buyers including
schools, developers and owner occupiers. Competitive bidding resulted in a
sale in excess of the £6 million guide price.

“Dating back to 1860, this really is a special property of magnificent
proportions, including an impressive double volume artist studio on the
ground floor with a ceiling height of nearly 6m/20ft, a grand staircase,

southerly facing rear garden and parking for five vehicles.

“The property has D1 use presenting a very rare opportunity to reopen as a

school, museum, gallery or place of worship in a prime location.

“The fact that the school was forced to close feels like it had become very
much a victim of post pandemic rising costs, together with declining student

numbers and the threat of Labour’s new VAT increase for private school fees.”
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